
 

 

Dear Senator Abrams, Representative Steinberg, ranking members Hwang, Somers, and Petit, 

and distinguished members of the Public Health Committee: 

 

My name is Regina Griffin. I grew up in the South End of Waterbury, then moved to Hartford for 

a number of years, and now live in Southbury.  

     Thank you for holding this hearing. How impressed and relieved I am that our legislature is 

discussing important—essential—ways to address gun violence through the following bills: HB-

5397, SB-477, and SB-16. Community gun violence is a long-term public health crisis, but it is 

one that will respond to appropriate measures and has in the past. Yet right now we’re 

witnessing a steep rise in gun violence and homicides, and it’s time to address this wave with a 

state mechanism that will focus on best methods to prevent gun violence going forward.  

     I am writing this testimony specifically in favor of HB-5397, An Act Declaring Gun Violence a 

Public Health Crisis and Establishing the Office of Gun Violence Prevention.  

     Why this particular bill?  

     The first two reasons can be seen in the name of the bill: it declares gun violence a public 

health crisis, which it clearly is; and it establishes a way for the state to counteract this public 

health danger.  

     The Department of Public Health is the right place for this office to be situated, because 

whatever the reasons behind the violence, the effects injure the health of our citizens, or take it 

away completely; crowd our ERs and rehabilitation centers; and prevent too many of our 

neighbors from leading normal, productive lives.  

     This bill also sets up a process for continuing research and data-collection, ensuring that the 

most effective measures will be highlighted and selected. At the same time it makes sure that 

the people who are most affected by gun violence can be heard—meaning that my former 

neighbors in Hartford will have as much say as I do in more tranquil Southbury.  

     I love our state, but the stark differences between most of our cities and the rest of the state 

shames me. Growing up in Waterbury taught me that violence, especially gun violence and the 

threat of it, wreaks havoc on communities. It prevents neighborhoods from being able to launch 

their kids, halts small businesses from being able to open or stay open, and reduces the chance 

that larger businesses will decide to move to an area—thus cutting down on the number of 

available jobs. Gun violence costs us in ways we see clearly, and costs us in more subtle, but 

no less damaging ways.  

          Many thanks to all of you on the Public Health Committee for giving me the opportunity to 

testify in writing today.  

      

Sincerely, 

 

Regina Griffin  

Southbury, CT 06488 

 


